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Figure 4-17 Requirements for ASTM C744 prefaced concrete masonry units.
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strength, flexural strength from 7 to 10%, and the modulus of elasticity
from 150 to 600 times the value in compression. For engineering calcula-
tions in reinforced masonry construction, exact figures must be computed,
but for general design purposes, these rules of thumb give a fairly accurate
idea of the properties and capabilities of the block or concrete brick being
considered.

4.7.2 Absorption

Water absorption characteristics are an indication of durability in resistance
to freeze-thaw cycles. Highly absorptive units, if frozen when permeated with

100 Chapter 4 Cementitious Masonry Units

Figure 4-18 Concrete masonry paving units. (From National Concrete Masonry
Association, TEK 11-3, NCMA, Herndon, VA.)
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